THREE KINGS IN ONE YEAR
having had tastes not consonant with the dignity of a constitu-
tional monarch, and for having neglected his duty to the Church.
This attack caused a strong recrudescence of feeling in favour of
the Duke. He had been through a difficult time, it was felt, and
it was 'bad form to kick a man when he's down3. The campaign
which the Archbishop had hoped to inaugurate for a revival of
church-going failed ignominiously.
The Press, for the next six months, printed little news about
the Duke, except occasional photographs of him in Austria and
of Mrs. Simpson in the south of France. He was pushed out of
the limelight, so that the personality of his brother, hitherto
scarcely known to the public, could be slowly and tactfully built
up to kingly dimensions. Most people believed that they could
never have the same feelings for King George VI as for his
father, or his brother. The Left rejoiced that the Abdication had
at last served to break down the atmosphere of hysterical mys-
ticism with which the Royal Family had been surrounded. No
more, they said, would kings be looked upon as anything but
human.
The Daily Telegraph summed up the year 1936 on December
3ist with:
'Certain years in history seem to have been desperately
charged with Fate. Of their number is the year whose last
hours are now passing. It is not that 1936 will be memorable
by the magnitude of its actual catastrophes. But it has abounded
in events which have seemed to bring catastrophe near. Serious
alarms at home, graver alarms abroad, a deepening sense of
gathering storm, feverish military, naval and aerial prepara-
tions, revolution and civil war have kept Europe continually on
tenterhooks. That there are more white stones in the British
record than in the general European is matter rather for thank-
fulness than for pride. Yet the British people have not escaped
affliction. Within a single twelvemonth three Kings have reigned
over us. . . .'
The Coronation of King George VI was fixed for the isth
May 1937, the same date as had been fixed for King Edward
VHI's. The Coronation was to be a far grander and more im-
pressive spectacle than the Jubilee of two years before. To the
splendid official street-decorations householders and shop-
owners added a bewildering variety of their own. A rare excep-
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